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Summary
Vietnam owns a widely distributed system of protected areas (PAs)
throughout the country, where its natural resources are significantly reflected by
three main values, including maintaining ecological function (environmental
protection), economic supplies, and socio-cultural engagement. In order to
operate the organizational and conservation functions effectively and efficiently,
PAs need stable, long-term and sustainable financing. Recently, businesses and
ecotourism services in the PAs have been chosen as alternative funding sources
by many conservation units in the context of easing the burden on State Budget,
and the decrease of ODA funding. However, the implementation of those has
been facing with many challenges related to PA financial mechanisms and
policies. In this paper, we analysed and pointed out inadequacies of financial
mechanisms and policies for businesses and ecotourism services in the PAs.
Some recommendations, for the policy amendment and improvement in the
context of validity of the new Law on Forest (since 01/01/2019), were also
introduced in this paper.
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